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East West Rail

East West Rail will re-establish adirectrail link, connecting communities between Oxford and
Cambridge and will improve connections between East Anglia, Central, Southern, and Western
England.

East WestRail isbeingbuiltin phases:

e Phase 1 whichwas completedin December 2016 upgraded track and signalling between
Oxford and Bicesterand provided alink to the Chiltern Main Line enabling trains to travel
from Oxford via BicesterVillage to London Marylebone.

e Phase 2 will reinstate and upgrade old railway lines, allowing new train services to run from
Oxford to Milton Keynes, Oxford to Bicester and Milton Keynes to Aylesbury. It will create a
new station at Winslow, build two new platforms at Bletchley, install eight new over-bridges,
22 new footbridges or subways, and make changes to 97 railway crossings.



e Phase 3is currently being developed by the East West Railway Company and will provide the
railway link from Bedford to Cambridge. For further information on this phase, click here?.

EWR Alliance - who are we?

The EWR Alliance was established in 2015 to deliverthe construction of East West Rail Phase 2 and
consists of four partners: Atkins, Laing O’Rourke, Network Rail and VolkerRail.

Our Principles

lhttps://eastwestrail.co.uk/the-project/central-section
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Transport and Works Act Order (TWAO)

The Transport and Works Act Order (TWAO) has been approved by the Secretary of State for
Transport and came into force on 25th February 2020, this now allows the EWR Alliance to start
main construction works.

Read the full story on Network Rail's website?

Government guidelines

The health, safety and wellbeing of the communities along the route of the new railway remains our
absolute priority alongside that of our staff.

The Government's current COVID-19strategy makes clear that construction activity can continue so
longas work can comply with this guidance.

As a critical transport service provider Network Rail and the East West Rail project are identified as
key workers and therefore work will continue.

Protecting ourstaff and workers will remain paramountin our ongoing working arrangements. The
nature of the EWR2 project means thatfor the most part workis not requiredin closed
environments or within close proximity. Therefore, in terms of worker se paration, most of the EWR2
works can be carried out while maintaining 2m separation. Where this cannot be achieved specific
arrangements to address the risk will be applied on a case by case basis.

We will continue to monitorthe situation daily and if Government advice changes our working
arrangements will be further reviewed.

Zhttps://www.networkrail.co.uk/news ffirst-new-railway-in-50-years-between-oxford-and-bletchley-takes-
major-step-forward
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1 - EWR Alliance staff receive a site briefing observing the 2m separation measures

Construction Work Overview

Click on the arrow on the right side of the image to see a summary of our construction work over the
next few years.

2020

+ Land acqguisition

+ Devegetation

+ Bletchiey Flyover
dismanting

+ Compound construction

+ Environmental
Mitigaticn

+ Start of main waorks

Aprivay

& EWR Alliance

2021

» Winslow station construction

+ Main sarthworks

+ Structures (refurbishments)

+ Chartwidge Lane traffic
diversion

+ Bicestor Fringe works
{oarthworks, culverts & track)

» Batchiey Fiyover rebuiid

@ EWR Allianga



2022

+ Main P.Way [Permanent Way)
works

+ Bletchiey Flyover complete

+ 2A Track Completes (Apeil)

+ Signalling, Power &
Communicstion ($PAC)
comstruction works

& E\WR Alliarice

2023 e EWR Alliance

+ HSZ Integration area
handover March 2023
* July 7023 track
completes
+ 2B Track Completes
(Apr 2023)
« SPAC tanting and
commissioning

2024

+ Signalling, Power &
Communications

+ Fingl Testing &
Commissioning

+ Scak testing

+ Infrastructure ready
024

Environment

We are currently undertaking the first phases of the vegetation clearance works required to
facilitate the EWR2 project. Unfortunately, delivery of the scheme necessitates the removal of a
large numberof the trees and areas of scrub which have established along the embankments of the
mothballed and recently closed sections of railway.



Following good practice, the mitigation hierarchy of Avoid >Mitigate > Compensate >
Offset/Enhancehas been applied when designing the project, in orderto minimise the amount of
vegetationremovalrequired.

We are also committed to providing biodiversity net gain by replacing removed habitats with ones
that, once established, will provide equal and eventually greater value to biodiversity overall. Much
of this compensatory habitat has already been planted in Ecological Compensation Sites alongthe
scheme toallow early establishment.

More specificconcerns have been raised by local residents about vegetation removal works
occurring during the bird nesting season. As much as possible of the required vegetation removal
was undertaken overwinter 2019/20, outside of the nesting bird season. Whilst we would preferto
undertake all ourvegetation removal in this way, there were/are several other constraints at play
which precluded this approach. Some examplesinclude:

e We haveto considerhibernating great crested newt, common amphibians and reptiles —
populations of which are present along most of the route. Certain aspects of the de -

vegetation works need to occur withinthe bird nesting season to avoid significant negative
impacts to these species.

e TheTransport and Works Act Order (TWAOQO) came into force just before the start of the
nestingbird season this year. This, combined with the lead-up times for obtaining other
consents (such as development licences for other protected species), has necessitated
workingintothe bird nesting season.



e Thesheerscale of the scheme meansthat only removing vegetation outsidethe bird nesting
season (which can extend forover2/3rds of the yearin mild years) would delay the project
by several yearsatan enormoustime and financial cost.

It isimportantto note that whilstitisillegal to destroy the nests oreggs of all UK bird species whilst
nesting, itis notagainst the law to carry out vegetation removal works during the nesting bird
season, provided that suchimpacts can be avoided.

Thisdoes not mean that we are undertakingthe vegetation removal with complete disregard for
nesting birds. We have a processin place to avoid causing impacts to nesting birds which can be
briefly summarised as follows:

1. Areaof vegetationtoberemovedisidentified.

2. Anestingbirdcheckof the vegetationis carried out by a suitably-experienced ecologist, no
more than 24 hrs priorto clearance commencing. Thisinvolves the ecologist watching and
listening fora period of time toidentify any breeding behaviourand, if applicable, the likely
location of any nests.

3. Wherevegetationistoodense to pinpointthe location of nests in this way, the ecologist will
accompany the de-veg. gang during the works and check-ahead atregularintervalsto
identify any nestsand set-out protection measures.

4. Anyactive nestsidentified during steps 2or 3 are protected with an appropriate works
exclusion zone, defined by the ecologist, to protect the nestfrom disturbance.

5. Thevegetationwiththe nestisonly removed once the ecologist has confirmed that young (if
any) have fledged and thatthe nestis nolongerin use.

Devegetation - The Process

Devegetation will need to be undertaken during the nesting bird season
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Bletchley Flyover

One of the key elements of work will be to upgrade the viaduct at Bletchley known as the ‘Bletchley
flyover’.

The flyoverwasbuiltinthe early 1960’s and allows trains travelling east to west to cross overthe
West Coast Main Line where trains travel north to south.

To bringthe flyoverup to modern standards and ensure itis structurally sound for the next 60 years
we will need to dismantle and rebuild the flyover.



Preparatory work has been taking place overthe last yearto move overhead lines and stanchions
which will now allow us to remove and replace the decks. Work will begin at Easterto drill and cut
out the existing decks followed by lifting out of the deck spans. This work must take place whilstthe
railway lines are closed in order to maintain the safety and integrity of the railway, therefore work is
planned to take place:

e Easter Bank Holiday Weekend: Thursday 9th April 23:00 — Monday 13th April 17:00.
e Saturday 18th April 22:00 — Sunday 19th April 07:00.

e Saturday 25th April 22:00 — Sunday 26th April 07:00.

e May BankHoliday Weekend: Sunday 3rd May 00:00 — Monday 4th May 05:00.

e Monday 11th May — Thursday 14th May — 22:00 —07:00 each night.

Before main construction can begin, we will need to build construction compounds. These will be
located alongthe railway route and act as strategichubsforengineering, planning, and construction.

The compounds will include offices, storage for materials, maintenance and parking facilities
togetherwith welfarefacilities for construction workers.

We will have eleven compounds —seven will have substantial office space and four will be for bulk
storage.
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Here is an example of what Compound Al will look like and animage of Compound C1.

Compound A1

Compound C1




Construction Traffic and Traffic Management

Trafficroutes were consulted on as part of our TWAO process. All routes have been assessed to
determine theirsuitability and we will be carrying outimproveme nts to junctions, providing passing
places, andrepairs where required. Whilst we carry out work, we may sometimes needto putin
trafficmanagement measures such as trafficlights or close a section of the road and put in
diversions.

When closing a road, signs will be placed alongthe route giving dates of road closure one week
beforehand and road diversion signs willbe in place one day before road is closed.

Information on allroad closures and diversions can be found here? through the one.network website.

We have regular liaison meetings with local highway authorities to discuss our proposed road works
with the aim, as far as possible, of minimising disruption. We will notify authorities of any proposed
road works and changes 28 days before works begin.

All construction trafficwill follow clearly signposted and identified authorised routes. Abnormal
loads will be handled on a case by case basis and may deviate on an individual basis fromthe normal
constructionroutes. These loads will be notified to the Local Authorities and Emergency Services
beforehand.

Click on the arrow on the right side of the image to view the approved trafficroutes.

Detail — Bicester to Marsh Gibbon
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Detail = Marsh Gibbon to Steeple Claydon

+ No HGV or LGV construction traffic N T S RS - T
through Marsh Gibbon Village. P L o]
Twyford, Chamdon or Calvert

+ HGVs go past Pounden, Chamdon
and Calven

+ HGVs go through Edgoott and past
Grendon Undenvood
+ LGVs go threugh Steeple Claydon and

HGVs go through a small portion of
Steepie Claydon

« Abnormal Loads considered on a
case-by-case basis

« HGV Routes skirts through and past
Padbury, past Adstock, through Verney
Junction and through Winsiow

« HGV Route goes through Verney
Junction

» LGV Route goes through Great
Horwood

* No HGV or LGV construction traffic
through Addington, East Claydon,
Granborough, Adstock

« Abnormal Loads considered on a
case-by-case basis

« HGV Routes go through Mursley and
past Drayton Parslow and North End
as well as West Bletchley (84034 and
Newton/Bletchley Rd)}

* No HGV or LGV construction traffic
through Littie Horwood

* LGVs only will transit through the nerth
of Newton Longville

« Abnormal Loads considered on a
case-by-case basis




Detail — West Bletchley and Milton Keynes

« HGV Routes include; &
+ A4146 {Tongwel Stroet) »
v AS5130 (Newport Rd)
+ A4146 (Bletcham Way)
v A421(Standng Way)

« Change in
Construction
Methodology now
requires minimal use of
Water Eaton Rd via
Watling St/ Drayton
Rd / Stoke Rd

& EWR Alliance

The project will be employing the Voyage Control system to manage construction traffic and logistics.
This system allows us to proactively manage, monitor, co-ordinate, track and communicate.

We will:
* Be considerate constructors
* Be CLOCS* Champions and achieve FORS** Silver
Standard
* Keep to operating hours unless agreed by
exception (0700 - 1800)

H * Keep to the routes as identified within the
Comrl!ltments Environmental Statement of the TWAO
Overview * Robustly manage the supply chain to ensure

compliance and safety

* Follow the approved process for abnormal loads

* Be sustainable in our practices

* Minimise impact on the highways whenever and
wherever reasonably possible

* Maximise use of construction compounds as hubs
of activity

CLOCS*(Construction Logistics and Community Safety)

FORS** (Fleet Operator Recognition Scheme)

Contact us

Any queries or questions please contact us on publicinformation@ewralliance.co.uk*

4mailto:publicinformation@ewralliance.co.uk
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