WEST BLETCHLEY COUNCIL
FULL COUNCIL – TUESDAY 28TH APRIL 2020
WILTON HALL – REPORT OF DEPUTY CLERK
	Purpose of Report:  
	To inform members of the outcome of the application to have Wilton Hall listed as an Asset of Community Value


1. INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Hlk25762413]On 7th August 2019 the Planning Inspectorate dismissed the appeal by Clovercourt Homes (Edbury) LLP against the decision of MKC to refuse planning permission for the demolition of Wilton Hall and the erection of 6 detached dwellings. 
Subsequent to that decision, West Bletchley Council submitted an application to have Wilton Hall listed as an Asset of Community Value (ACV). 
2.  APPLICATION
The application for listing as an ACV was submitted to MKC on 20 Dec 2019. 
Following validation MKC consulted the owner and sought the views of ward councillors. The owner submitted a strong opposition to the listing.  
In assessing the application MKC were required to consider whether the buildings use in the recent past, that is not ancillary use, furthered the social wellbeing or social interests of the local community and it is realistic to think this can happen again in the next five years. 
Our case was that with the publication of the Central Bletchley Prospectus and the regeneration linked to the forthcoming East West Rail to Bletchley, with the right marketing and management, a sustainable future for the building could be achieved. 
MKC’s officers assessment concluded that without further evidence or the business plan detail, it was unable to meet the legal test as described above. Therefore it was not in a position to be able to list this asset as an Asset of Community Value.  
The officer report was submitted for a delegated cabinet member decision on 24 March 2020 with a recommendation that it not be listed which was approved by Cllr Marland.  
The owners did indicate in discussion with MKC that they would be open to discussions with WBC about the future of the building.
3. SUBSEQUENT EVENTS
[bookmark: _GoBack]The decision was reported in the local press which has brought forward one interested party who would like to explore options with the owners about taking on a lease of the building to run.
WBC will take up the offer to discuss the future of the building with the owners.  
4. RECOMMENDATIONS 
To note the report


