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DRAFT CENTRAL BLETCHLEY URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT (2021) CONSULTATION – Response Form


This form is provided to enable you to submit representations on the proposals set out within the Draft Central Bletchley Urban Design Framework Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) (2021) either by email or by post. Further information regarding the consultation is published online at:

https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/draft-central-bletchley-urban-design-framework-supplementary-planning-document

HOW TO REPLY

This form has two parts. Both parts should be completed:

PART A – Your contact details

PART B – Your response

Forms should be returned to Milton Keynes Council (MKC) no later than 5pm on Monday 31 January 2022 by: 

Email: cbudf@milton-keynes.gov.uk 

Post: UDLA Team, Placemaking, Milton Keynes Council, Civic, 1 Saxon Gate East, Central Milton Keynes, MK9 3EJ. 

Further guidance on making representations on the Central Bletchley Urban Design Framework Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 2021 consultation is provided in the following documents: 

· Statement of Representations Procedure
· Guidance Notes for Respondents

These documents are available via MKC’s Draft Central Bletchley Urban Design SPD webpage at: https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/draft-central-bletchley-urban-design-framework-supplementary-planning-document

If you have any queries about this process please contact the UDLA team at the address above, via email at cbudf@milton-keynes.gov.uk or by telephone on 01908 691691.




PART A - CONTACT DETAILS  

Please note that only your name and organisation name will be published. However, we require a full postal address to register your comment. We will not accept anonymous responses. If you are an Agent responding on behalf of a third party, please provide full contact details for the third party within Box 1.

BOX 1	RESPONDENT’s details

	Name: Angie Ravn-Aagaard


	Organisation (if applicable): Bletchley Park Area Residents Association (BPARA)


	Position (if applicable): Chair, also Bletchley & Fenny Stratford Town Deal Board Member


	Address: 5 Elmers Park, Bletchley





	Postcode: MK3 6DJ


	Telephone: 07775 824186


	Email: angie@amira-equi.com




BOX 2	AGENT’s details

	Name:


	Organisation (if applicable):


	Position (if applicable): 


	On behalf of: 


	Address:





	Postcode:


	Telephone:


	Email:





PART B – REPRESENTATION

If you are making representations on more than one section of the SPD please fill in a separate ‘Part B’ sheet for each representation.

Your representation should succinctly cover all the information and evidence necessary to justify your representation and/or any suggested changes to the SPD, as there will not normally be a subsequent opportunity to make further representations.

Where relevant please submit evidence to support your representation. Any supporting evidence can be attached to this form or submitted as a separate document. 


1. Please state which part of the Draft Central Bletchley Urban Design Framework SPD this representation relates to. (If you wish to make representations on more than one part please fill in a separate ‘Part B’ sheet for each representation)

	Opportunity Areas 








2. Please provide your comments below and overleaf and (if applicable) state what change(s) are required to the Draft Central Bletchley Urban Design Framework SPD and why: (please use additional separate sheets if required):

	Saxon Street:

1. These comments are in addition to those set out in BPARA consultation response on Transport & Parking for Saxon Street. 
2. There has long been an aspiration for an eastern entrance to Bletchley Rail Station. Having taken part in East/West Rail (EWR) workshops, this has confirmed BPARA’s opinion that this this a costly and complex project, and BPARA questions this is viewed as value for money by EWR. 
3. EWR have constructed their new platforms at the rail station and a bridge from this area over Saxon Street to the Queensway/bus station area would appear to be a more realistic option from both cost and earlier achievability factors. 
4. Since this draft SPD was compiled, BPARA understands that it has been confirmed that there is no prospect of re-routing the bus station closer to the rail station. 
5. BPARA agrees that parking controls at Chandos Place are urgently needed.

Town Centre East & West:

1. BPARA welcomes these proposals, including the desire to attract quality establishments including those to aid the night-time economy. However, as this is dependent on existing landowners being willing to cooperate, this is likely to be a barrier as in the past!
2. Opening Buckingham Road to Queensway is welcome, but the area around Stephenson House is an eyesore which is a poor reflection on Bletchley.
3. Construction of proposed multi-storey carpark is essential
4. Duncombe Street between the entrance to public car park and Water Eaton Road should be one-way only, with no entry from Water Eaton Road as currently congested.

Station / Sherwood Drive & Buckingham Road:

1. As set out in Cllr Rankine’s motion approved by MK Council in October 2021, the current visitor experience around Bletchley Station is not attractive and leaves an extremely poor impression of Bletchley. 
2. Many commuters and visitors to Bletchley Park & MK1 (for both MK Dons and other sporting events and concerts) already use the Station. 
3. Footfall will increase with East/West Rail via Bletchley, new visitor attractions at Bletchley Park and the Institute of Technology being fully operational – the western rail station entrance and Sherwood Drive must undergo an urgent major facelift to make it more attractive and user-friendly for visitors, workers, students and for residents. A multi-storey carpark with affordable charges is necessary to alleviate the shortage of suitable parking provision in this area. Focus must be on the western entrance and not the aspirational, costly and complex eastern entrance!
4. Reports received by West Bletchley Council confirm that vehicles speed along Sherwood Drive and vehicles parked at the roadside pose a risk for pedestrians trying to cross the road.
5. A hotel to support visitors to, and potential corporate clients of, Bletchley Park and the Institute of Technology, is necessary and would enable Bletchley to become a base for tourists to explore the many opportunities in and around Bletchley.
6. The Cricket Pavilion site is a derelict eyesore and a blot on the landscape of Bletchley’s Conservation & Heritage Area. BPARA has advocated that this site should be developed as a public green space with a memorial to Alan Turing. As the site is in the Conservation area, together with the nearby Eight Belles Park and the Blue Lagoon, this would create a welcome green corridor.
7. A pedestrian-friendly access to the rail station from Buckingham Road is urgently needed – those with access needs or with pushchairs/luggage cannot use the existing stepped access.
8. The former fire & police stations, also known as the Innovation Hub. The former should be a hotel with residential units facing the rail station that would serve station users as well as other consumers. The latter should be for residential use with adequate parking provision despite being situated close to public transport. There is a myth that such residents do not need cars – this can be disproved by the number of motorists living in residential areas close by, for instance, on land formerly part of Bletchley Park.
9. As Town Deal Board Member, I have put on record the concerns of residents, not just BPARA members, at the apparent lack of urgency of the rail companies in relation to Town Deal projects - the Rail Station and Redways. This view was shared by other parties attending workshops relating to these projects who agreed that intervention with Network Rail/ East West Rail at a senior level was urgently needed, and this has been escalated to Iain Stewart, MP. Bletchley residents have been very patient and understanding when local roads were closed for months on end causing traffic congestion/delays to journey and feel that the railways companies need to start “playing ball.”
Northern Quarter
1. This is an area that has so many opportunities to link Bletchley with MK Dons Stadium and adjoining retail/leisure park.
2. It is not a pleasant experience for pedestrians using Saxon Street to reach Watling Street retail parks and MK Dons/MK1 Retail Park and is a bad reflection of Bletchley on visitors to the area. 
3. Although the Princes Street/Dukes Drive Retail Park is more attractive than other retail areas in Bletchley, there is room for improvement.
4. Residential development along Saxon Street, like that more recently constructed along Princes Way towards the Leisure Centre would be desirable, but not 16 storeys high – this is not New York, USA!
5. If development does take place, than a multi-storey car park would be necessary.

	




	




3. Do you wish to be notified if and when the Draft Central Bletchley Urban Design Framework SPD is adopted by the Council?

	Yes

	x
	
	No
	




Data Protection Privacy Statement

We collect and use information about you so that we can provide you with services under The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 Legislation. Full details about how we use this data and the rights you have around this can be found at https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/development-management-privacy-notice-milton-keynes-council. If you have any data protection queries, please contact the Data Protection Officer at data.protection@milton-keynes.gov.uk.



	Signature
	Angie Ravn-Aagaard

	Date
	30/1/2022
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