BPARA AGM – 17 May 2022
HON CHAIR’S REPORT
Due to the pandemic, we were unable to hold our AGM here in 2020 and 2021. However, we did hold our first virtual meeting – a Town Deal briefing, plus updates from Iain Standen (Bletchley Park) and Alex Warner (IOT). Both BPARA & COBRA members took part.
Despite the pandemic, BPARA has been remarkably busy. On a personal note, as BPARA Chair and COBRA representative on the Town Deal Board (‘TDB’), I have taken part in 84 meetings since the beginning of 2021, the majority have been virtual via Teams or Zoom – 40 of these meetings also relate to COBRA members.
What has kept BPARA busy, other than the TDB?

Parking - no surprise!

Sadly, the West Bletchley Council (‘WBC’) Parking Sub-Committee was disbanded last year, following a review of activities at WBC. However, another factor was embarrassment felt by Councillors when MK Council (‘MKC’) failed to implement parking initiatives agreed with residents. Fortunately, Dave Baker, the WBC Parking Education Officer is still in post and doing a superb job, particularly in his work with local schools.
BPARA met with MK Council Highways last August to discuss parking issues and were advised that we had to wait for the new Head of Highways to start post. The Interim Head of Highways, responsible for parking matters, subsequently attended a special meeting with WBC on 28 February to address concerns of both the Council and BPARA. To date, there has been no progress, but Helen Hupton at WBC, and BPARA, are on the case! The same officer also attended a B&FSTC meeting, mainly to address parking concerns in Queensway – he informed us that MK Council was waiting on instruction from the TDB! 
BPARA lobbied for some student on-site parking at the Institute of Technology, and this has been agreed – BPARA is fully supportive of this development. 

Incidentally, in conjunction with the SPD, MKC commissioned a Traffic & Parking Study by City Science who consulted with many parties, including BPARA. Their report comprehensively documents all the parking/traffic issues that impact the Queensway/Buckingham Road areas, and we await next steps.
G Block and The Old Canteen – were acquired by Bletchley Park Holdings in 2020. Both buildings have been made secure and necessary maintenance has been carried out – security cameras have been successful in discouraging ASB on these sites. WBC & BPARA have monthly updates with Emma James who represents the owners. The owners are still pursuing options for both buildings, with G Block being the priority and Benjamin Greenwold is here tonight – welcome!

Wilton Hall – a change of use application by the new owners, Azuka Estates, to operate an indoor and outdoor restaurant, plus a takeaway business from 6 am to midnight 7 days per week in addition to the function hall, was withdrawn last Summer. The application had been vigorously opposed by parties including BPARA, WBC, and St Mary’s Church. The first function held last November resulted in traffic congestion and illegal parking in Wilton Avenue and surrounding roads due to the considerable number of guests attending and TVP were called. 
On 31 January 2022, the owners’ licence application was approved by MK Council who increased the maximum attendees from 350 to 500 persons, with conditions, including those relating to parking. However, the conditions only apply if alcohol is served or if there is live entertainment, and not, for instance, an Asian wedding or similar function.
However, the owners are now working with BPARA, WBC and residents to minimise the impact of functions on those living close by. 
Cricket Pavilion Site & Alan Turing Memorial Park

BPARA initiated this concept more than a year ago, and this was taken forward by Cllr Allan Rankin in his 'Beautiful Bletchley - Creating a Visitor Experience' motion, which was unanimously approved, with minor amendments at the MK Council meeting on 20 October 2021. This motion includes “the acquisition/conversion of the old cricket pavilion site into an attractive memorial garden dedicated to Alan Turing, with the commissioning of a Turing statue and the reclamation /reconstruction of the fire damaged pavilion building into a café and visitor centre serving residents, visitors and students and assisting with directions to all our existing and future attractions.”

MK Council is doing preliminary work on a memorial to commemorate Turing’s work at Bletchley Park and recognition of the LGBTQ community prior to making a submission to the Town Deal Board to take this forward. However, there is no guarantee that a memorial will be sited here. 

According to Annex A of MK Council’s Supplementary Planning Document, the owners of the site support some residential development on this site, plus an urban park. We understand that any development of this site will be constrained due to tree protection orders and access restrictions. The owners only paid £50k for the site and £1 for the cricket pavilion, but it is a prime location being at the portal of EWR and within the Conservation area, the owners will want to maximise their investment. We await MK Council’s recommendations to the TDB, but it may well be that a campaign to raise funding to acquire the site for this concept may be needed in the future.

Salden Chase 
In July 2021, following a Public Inquiry, planning permission was granted for the Salden Chase Highways Application (Ref:15/00619/FUL) – work to Buckingham Road and roundabouts to facilitate the new development.
Following that decision, and at short notice, the outline application for the development of 1855 new homes returned to Bucks CC for decision last November. Despite representations from WBC, Cllr Rankin (BP Ward), Cllr Lancaster (Tattenhoe Ward) and Newton Longville Parish Council, the application was approved. I attended the meeting but not allowed time to speak.
WBC has re-stated its long-term opposition to the development of Salden Chase which will lead to significant long term traffic problems on the Buckingham Road and A421. It also registered its concerns including pressure on both local schools and medical services.  WBC has agreed to try and minimise the adverse development on West Bletchley by writing to the Secretary of State for Transport to secure funding for a Southern bypass.

WBC also agreed further actions which include:
· Taking steps to ensure there is no road, including works access, from the Racecourses estate into Salden Chase via Hamilton Lane or any other route.

· Asking the planning authority and the developers to provide 20 per cent of the new housing as social rent and 15 per cent as affordable rent or shared ownership. 

· Requesting that a new primary school is built at the commencement of new housing being built and that a new GP practice be built at the earliest stage of development.

· Lobbying to ensure that the required infrastructure is in place prior to the commencement of the house building.  

This fits with BPARA’s long held view that we must have ‘I before E’ – Infrastructure before Expansion. 

Queen’s Jubilee – BPARA planted a magnolia tree in the former rose garden on Church Green on 10 April, adjacent to the Wartime Soldier. The area had been cleared and prepared by Brenda Hart, Bletchley Shed (formerly Men in Sheds – they now have female members, hence name change) and other helpers. Plants and shrubs purchased by donations from the Royal British Legion and West Bletchley Ward Councillor, Mo Imran, have since been planted.
As you may know, Brenda has been responsible for the transformation of the Community Sensory Garden – well done to Brenda and her helpers, also the Bletchley Shed, especially Jim Razey! 
West Bletchley Community Forum – operated via TVP. During the pandemic, meetings were not possible, but have now resumed, but sadly, poorly supported by West Bletchley residents. At the meeting last month, the priorities set were Anti-Social Behaviour, Knife Crime & Drug Use & Dealing.
Remembrance Sunday – last November and for the first time, BPARA took part in the parade and laid a wreath at the War Memorial.

Park Gardens – one of the TDB projects is the roll-out of Fibre Connectivity in roads which were not included in the extensive roll-out across MK 2-3 years ago. A small project for which I was the Champion, and the TDB is awaiting funding from the Government for MK Council to carry out the work.

