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DRAFT PARKING STANDARDS SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT (2022) CONSULTATION – Response Form 


This form is provided to enable you to submit representations on the proposals set out within the Draft Parking Standards Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) (2022) either by email or by post. Further information regarding the consultation is published online at:

https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/draft-parking-standards-supplementary-planning-document 

HOW TO REPLY

This form has two parts. Both parts should be completed:

PART A – Your contact details

PART B – Your response

Forms should be returned to Milton Keynes Council (MKC) no later than 5pm on Wednesday 05 October 2022 by: 

Email: development.plans@milton-keynes.gov.uk 

Post: Development Plans Team, Planning, Strategic Transport and Placemaking, Milton Keynes Council, Civic, 1 Saxon Gate East, Central Milton Keynes, MK9 3EJ. 

Further guidance on making representations to the Parking Standards Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 2022 consultation is provided in the following documents, which are available via our Parking Standards webpage https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/draft-parking-standards-supplementary-planning-document :

· Statement of Representations Procedure
· Guidance Notes for Respondents

If you have any queries about this process please contact the Development Plans team at the address above, via email at development.plans@milton-keynes.gov.uk or by telephone on 01908 691691.





PART A - CONTACT DETAILS  

Please note that only your name and organisation name will be published. However, we require a full postal address in order to register your comment. We will not accept anonymous responses. If you are an Agent responding on behalf of a third party, please provide full contact details for the third party within Box 1.

BOX 1	RESPONDENT’s details

	Name: Angie Ravn-Aagaard


	Organisation (if applicable): Bletchley Park Area Residents Association (BPARA)


	Position (if applicable): Chair


	Address: 5 Elmers Park, Bletchley 





	Postcode: 
MK3 6DJ

	Telephone: 07775 824186


	Email: angie@amira-equi.com




BOX 2	AGENT’s details

	Name:


	Organisation (if applicable):


	Position (if applicable): 


	On behalf of: 


	Address:





	Postcode:


	Telephone:


	Email:




PART B – REPRESENTATION

If you are making representations on more than one section of the SPD, please fill in a separate ‘Part B’ sheet for each representation.

Your representation should succinctly cover all the information and evidence necessary to justify your representation and/or any suggested changes to the SPD, as there will not normally be a subsequent opportunity to make further representations.

Where relevant please submit evidence to support your representation. Any supporting evidence can be attached to this form or submitted as a separate document. 


1. Please state which part of the Draft Parking Standards SPD this representation relates to. (If you wish to make representations on more than one part please fill in a separate ‘Part B’ sheet for each representation)

	Section 1









2. Please provide your comments below and overleaf and (if applicable) state what change(s) are required to the Draft Parking Standards SPD and why: (please use additional separate sheets if required):

	1.16 states the design of the city of Milton Keynes has resulted in a low-density environment that tends to favour travel by car. There was a deliberate design for    MK to attract new residents, visitors including shoppers, and employment, all using vehicles for travel. Whilst accepting MKC’s aspiration to increase public transport usage and desire to achieve carbon-neutrality, insufficient account has been taken of the populations of the original/old towns such as Bletchley/Fenny Stratford which are traditional examples of urban living and totally different to MK City.

1.21 refers to a developer choosing to provide more or less parking than required under the relevant Parking Standard. From my experience of planning applications over the past 20+ years, it is usually the case of developers not providing adequate/suitable parking provision in planning applications, and unless the public objects, then the reduced level of parking provision is permitted. Developers will naturally attempt to cram in more residential units at the expense of inadequate parking provision and other facilities/services. Often the application is approved for fear of the developer appealing against any refusal and winning an appeal which will then remove the requirement for the developer  to make provision for S106 monies. 

1.12 mentions planning permission having been granted subject to legal agreements and planning conditions which require developers to submit future reserved matters applications in accordance with approved pre-existing design codes. Where applications for reserved matters come forward in these areas, the Council will expect developers to follow the requirement of those pre-existing design codes but acknowledge that in submitting reserved matters applications, they may wish to incorporate the principles and guidance contained in this new SPD. 

If developers are given the opportunity to amend their applications and follow a revised Parking SPD, then they are likely to do so if a reduction in parking provision makes their development more profitable.

1.29 shows the proposed zones as follow:
      Zone 1 – Central Milton Keynes and Campbell Park
      Zone 2 – Central Bletchley and Wolverton
      Zone 3 – The district centres of Westcroft and Kingston, older town         
centres of Fenny Stratford, Stony Stratford and Newport Pagnell
     Zone 4 – The rest of the urban area of the city of Milton Keynes. • 
     Zone 5 – The rest of the MKC area, which is largely the rural area

In view of my comments relating to section 1.16, it is unacceptable that parts of Bletchley should be classed as Zone 2, whereas the former major towns prior to the establishment of MK - Stony Stratford and Newport Pagnell - are Zone 3. Fenny Stratford is “joined at the hip” with Bletchley (The Town Deal is confirmation of this) and is shown as Zone 3. The West Bletchley Council (WBC) & Bletchley & Fenny Stratford Council (B&FSTC) areas are Zone 3, apart from Central Bletchley/Queensway area and the Sherwood Drive area of West Bletchley which are classed as Zone 2.

Without wishing to appear cynical, BPARA believes that the new Zone 2 designation will enable more densely populated residential development in the Central Bletchley/Sherwood Drive area. 

MKDP owns the former Police/Fire Station sites and have issued a Draft Development Brief for consultation. The WBC Neighbourhood Plan (WBC NP) provides for mixed-use development of these sites, but the Brief refers to a vision for higher density residential development on these sites. A change to Zone 2 will make this site more attractive for MKDP marketing purposes!

There is already serious lack of parking provision in the Sherwood Drive/Buckingham Road area of West Bletchley. There are more complaints about, and dissatisfaction with parking than any other issue as recorded when the WBC Neighbourhood Plan was produced. There is insufficient parking enforcement available from MKC to deal with parking infringements – West Bletchley Council has considered funding additional enforcement. WBC employs a Parking Education Officer and has had a Parking Sub-Committee. Parking issues/complaints are also received by the Community Forums operated by Thames Valley Police (TVP) in both the WBC & B&FSTC areas, but most of these are outside TVP remit.

Four years ago, the Station Parking Zone (SPZ) initiative was started by WBC because commuters and students not wishing to pay station parking fees were parking instead in roads around Bletchley Railway Station. Some of these roads are situated in residential developments on land formerly part of Bletchley Park. The main development on the former Bletchley Park land, following appeal to former Minister John Prescott, was allowed to build too many homes with inadequate parking provision for residents and their visitors, let alone non-residents!

(Sadly, the SPZ has not progressed due to reluctance of MKC Highways to take the necessary steps to progress this).

Businesses in the Buckingham Road/Sherwood Drive area such as Pasha Restaurant, Eight Belles PH and Wilton Hall, have inadequate parking provision for their patrons who also park in nearby already congested residential areas. There is also a lack of suitable provision for those with access needs/Blue Badge holders.

If Zone 2 is introduced, it will acerbate the existing parking problems should the Police/Fire station sites, and the former Santander site, are developed for residential purposes. The developers of these sites will not provide adequate parking provision – even those living close to public transport, like those on former Bletchley Park land, own vehicles (an increasing number being electrically powered), often 2 per property. Those who move into in developments already approved - the former Cable & Wireless site and those on Saxon Street next to Burger King - will have inadequate parking provision on site and will be seeking to park elsewhere. 

BPARA is aware that West Bletchley Council opposes the change to Zone 2. 

BPARA is also aware that the Central Bletchley/Queensway Area has similar parking issues which Councillor Darlington can confirm. The Town Deal Board Questionnaire in 2020 also recorded numerous complaints about parking.

1.32 states that Zone 1 has the highest level of access to facilities and consequently the lowest parking requirements, and 1.33 states Zones 4 and 5 have higher parking requirements.

However, CMK has abundant car parking both on-street and via multi-storey carparks, and despite proximity to public transport, more multi-storey carparks have become available in the last 2 years. The whole of Bletchley/Fenny Stratford also has higher parking requirements and should be in Zone 3, as a minimum.


BPARA Information:

BPARA was formed in 1990, and members live in the roads close to Bletchley Park.

BPARA supported the Formation of the Museum in Bletchley Park and the Preservation of Buildings of Historic Importance. It continues to support Bletchley Park, Home of the World War Two Codebreakers, and now a vibrant heritage attraction with 200,000+ visitors per year.

BPARA consults on a regular basis with Milton Keynes and West Bletchley Councils, with the Councillors and Officers, and local MP, on matters such as Planning, the Environment, East/West Rail and Traffic Issues, including Road Safety, Preservation of the Landscape etc. BPARA contributed to the West Bletchley Neighbourhood Plan plus the Central Bletchley Regeneration project which includes the Sherwood Drive/Buckingham Road area.

BPARA represents Members at Public Meetings and Council Committees, and tackles Issues of Concern to all or groups of our Members including proposed developments within our area and outside such as Salden Chase in the neighbouring Vale of Aylesbury. 

BPARA works closely with Thames Valley Police and supports the West Bletchley Community Forum to facilitate the Community working in Partnership with the Neighbourhood Policing Teams to make Communities Safer.

BPARA is an active member of the Consortium of Bletchley Residents Associations (COBRA) which represents residents in the Bletchley and Fenny Stratford areas.




	




	




3. Do you wish to be notified if and when the Draft Parking Standards SPD is adopted by the Council?

	Yes

	
	
	No
	




Data Protection Privacy Statement

We collect and use information about you so that we can provide you with services under The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 Legislation. Full details about how we use this data and the rights you have around this can be found at https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/development-management-privacy-notice-milton-keynes-council. If you have any data protection queries, please contact the Data Protection Officer at data.protection@milton-keynes.gov.uk.



	Signature
	

	Date
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