BLETCHLEY PARK AREA RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (BPARA)
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING on TUESDAY, 23rd MAY 2023
MANSION DINING ROOM of BLETCHLEY PARK @7pm
MINUTES
1. Welcome and apologies for absence
31 members attended and were thanked by the Chair for their support.
Apologies for absence were received from 49 households.

2. Bletchley Park update – Iain Standen (IS - CEO of the Bletchley Park Trust)
IS gave an overview of the current and future projects.
In the summer, two new areas will open: a 250-seater auditorium (end September), and a learning centre - early June.
The new learning facility will double the capacity, by hosting up to 60,000 schoolchildren per annum.
Further developments planned include: 
· The conversion of the garages into a new café/restaurant.
· The restoration of the Victorian sunken garden.
· The opening up of the cottages (currently office space).
· The creation of a puzzle/code playground, aimed at younger visitors (under 8’s).
Answers to questions raised by the floor:
· Access to the new facilities would be through the normal entrance.
· The program of activities is expected to grow.
· The construction of a hotel nearby would be welcome, as visitors often comment that there is too much to see in one day.

3. South-Central Institute of Technology (IOT) – Alex Warner (AW, Principal, Milton Keynes College Group)
The new building opposite Bletchley Station is almost complete and the IOT will be hosting a Community Open Day on 24th June.
Of the £24m allocated for development of the IOT by the Government, £18m was allocated to the Bletchley Campus. The other facilities are located at Oxford and Reading.
Approximately 1,000 students (Key Stage 5 and above) will be at Bletchley, with a further 500 at the other two facilities. Most students will work remotely, with the occasional visit to the campus.
There will be a café on site which is open to the public.
Answers to questions raised by the floor:
· The IOT will consult with residents and would consider providing informal, non-academic topics such as ‘Silver Surfer’ sessions.
· Parking is not expected to be an issue with most students working remotely, but AW will work closely with BPARA, and residents should any problems arise.


4. Bletchley and Fenny Stratford Town Deal – John Cove (JC, Chair of the Board and Chairman of Milton Keynes Dons Sport and Education Trust)
JC provided attendees with an update on the projects supported by the £22.7m investment in Bletchley and Fenny Stratford via the Government’s Town Fund.
These projects include: 
· The Innovation Hub
· A Revolving Development Fund
· Transport Hub
· Public Realm Improvements
· Redway Improvements
· Technology Park, Bletchley
· Transformation at Bletchley Park
· Fibre Connectivity
· Active Marketing of Vacant Sites
Answers to questions raised by the floor:
· The Revolving Development Fund holds the highest project value of £8.9m. Milton Keynes Development Partnership has acquired underutilised land, such as The Brunel Centre & Sainsbury’s, for future development. This could be for commercial use, housing, or a Health Hub.
· Queensway could be opened to the rest of the site.
· Agreed by all parties that communication needs to be better.
· It was noted that the needs of children and young people need to be considered. 

5. BPARA business matters – Angie Ravn-Aagaard (ARA, Chair of BPARA)
a) Acceptance of Minutes of last AGM (Proposed: Fiona Storey, Seconded: Ib Ravn-Aagaard)
b) Re-election of current officers - ARA as Hon. Chair, Derek Storey as Hon. Treasurer, Valda Stuckey as Hon. Secretary (Proposed: Ib Ravn-Aagaard, Seconded: Trevor Leach).
Area representatives were thanked for their continued support, plus Alison Hammett who had recently stood down after many years as a representative, and whose area has been taken over by Leah Attwood.
c) Chair’s Report – see below
d) Accounts for 2022/23 have been drafted.

5. BPARA Chair’s Report
ARA reported that she has attended 80 meetings in the last year (to the end of March) with two of these in London, at 10 Downing Street and the Houses of Parliament.
The topics covered during the last year include:
· Parking around the Bletchley Park station area
· COBRA – Consortium of Bletchley Residents Associations (Town Deal and B&FSTC Neighbourhood Plans)
· Development & Environment Task Forces of the Bletchley & Fenny Stratford Council Neighbourhood Plan
· Blue Lagoon Nature Reserve development (including Redways)
· Cricket Pavilion site – potential development for a public park area and Turin memorial
· Bletchley Park Canteen & G Block 
· Wilton Hall.
ARA also reminded the attendees of the excellent work of three local Volunteer groups:
· Community Sensory Garden (led by Brenda Hart, supported by Bletchley Shed and Bletchley Lions)
· Bletchley Shed (formerly Men in Sheds) 
· Friends of Bletchley Station 
Additional information:
· West Bletchley Forum, operated by Thames Valley Police, has resumed.
· West Bletchley Carnival is on 8th July with BPARA having a stall and is also sponsoring face-painting. 
· Bands on the Green will take place on Sunday afternoons from 18th June until 20th August.
The speakers’ presentations and the BPARA Chair’s report can be viewed at BPARA | News archive | News
The meeting ended at 8.45pm and the Chair thanked the speakers for their contribution to the meeting, and Bletchley Park for hosting the meeting and for the refreshments provided. 
