BPARA – CHAIR’S REPORT

As BPARA Chair and COBRA representative on the Town Deal Board (‘TDB’), I have attended  80 meetings in the year to 31 March.  BPARA has issued regular newsletters/updates, and you will be pleased to know that I will keep my report short and just highlight topics/issues that we have reported on in the past year.

Parking
Parking has always been an issue in West Bletchley as identified by stakeholders as long ago as 2013 when the WBC Neighbourhood Plan was being formulated, and in Bletchley & Fenny Stratford by residents who completed the Town Deal questionnaire in Summer 2020. 
· Parking has had a slot at West Bletchley Council (WBC) Committees over the years - we even had a Parking Sub-Committee for a while. 
· We have the Parking Education Officer, David Baker, who does a splendid job when dealing with many of the parking issues, particularly in relation to educational establishments. 
· The Station Parking Zone initiative to deal with commuter parking on residential roads within 15 minutes walking distance of the rail station was started by MKCC with the support of WBC in 2019 and is finally being progressed by MK Council - Helen Hupton, WBC Clerk, met with the MKCC Head of Highways last Friday. Also under consideration are the serious problems with commuters parking in Tiltman Lane and Welchman Court , where Serco cannot always get through to collect rubbish/recycling and the Parking Education Officer is in constant attendance. We will have news to share with you soon.
· However, the bad news is that the MKCC Parking Standard has been revised, and future developments in the Sherwood Drive area, as well as in Central Bletchley, will be subject to lower parking provision requirements, at a time when considerable development will be taking place here and elsewhere such as Salden Chase. Rail activity will increase when EWR starts operating in 2025.
COBRA – Consortium of Bletchley Residents Associations
During lockdown, it was difficult for residents’ associations to operate and BPARA was fortunate that it had a website and email address listing for most members – we also had online meetings. As COBRA representative on the Town Deal Board, I was able to update the 5 associations in the B&FSTC area using these methods. I am now the Chair and
COBRA is now meeting again on a regular basis with the main topics being  the Town Deal & B&FSTC Neighbourhood Plan – Roger, WERA & Janice, Leon, are here tonight, as well as Clare who is assisting COBRA on community engagement, including a new website which will include a link to BPARA’s website.  

B&FSTC Neighbourhood Plan
WBC has had a neighbourhood plan since 2019 which has a major influence on development in our area, and a similar plan for B&FSTC is now in progress and urgently needed due to the considerable development/redevelopment that will be taking place in this area. There are 2 Task Forces – Development & Environment -assisting this process . Valda, BPARA Secretary, and I are involved, as well as some B&FS residents here tonight - Mags & Clare.

Blue Lagoon Nature Reserve
In addition to the construction of new redways under the TDB’s Redway Improvements Project, a Blue Lagoon Users Group has been set up to represent the interests of park users and obtain views on the current and future use of the Blue Lagoon – BPARA and West Bletchley Council (WBC) are represented on this group. Sadly, the Blue Lagoon suffers from anti-social behaviour and lack of investment – MKCC now wishes to address this, and is seeking funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Friends of Bletchley Station (‘FOBS’) & Digital Heritage Trail
FOBS is  a local volunteer group founded in 2021 which determined that Bletchley Station should present an attractive gateway to the town and its environs. It has already installed green areas and planters in and around the station and obtained funding: y To install poster cases around the station; y Working with MK Living Archive to produce posters for these cases which will depict the history and other aspects of Bletchley Station. y FOBS have a QR code for inclusion on posters with the aim of Bletchley Station being one of the “location points” on a future Bletchley Digital Heritage Trail. FOBS is also working with local schools and art groups so that their ‘work’ can also be displayed in the poster cases. For more information about FOBS and the station, past and present, please go to www.friendsofbletchleystation.or
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