


West Bletchley Community Forum Meeting
At 7pm on 30 August 2024 at the Frank Moran Centre
Notes of meeting

Present: Marie Casebrook (MC - C9439) & Danny Foster (DF - 8616) from Thames Valley Police (TVP), West Bletchley Councillors Felicity Cockbaine (FC) & Dorsett-Morgan (DM), Dave Baker (DB - Parking Education Officer) and xx residents.
· Welcome and introductions.
· Although Trevor Morley was elected as Chair and Ben Baxter as Vice-Chair, TVP continued to lead the meeting, and nobody was asked to take meeting notes.
· TVP circulated information about recent and forthcoming activities, plus crime figures for the area over the last 3 months with comparatives for the same period last year. Operation Chromium has been focussing on Vehicle ASB, and Operation Sceptre will focus on Knife Crime in November. Activities of some delivery drivers had been monitored for possible insurance infringements and illegal trading. 
· 66 knives had been placed in the Knife Amnesty Bin outside the Frank Moran Centre in the last 6 months. Another bin for Central Bletchley was due to be installed once a suitable location agreed.
· TVP stated that the A421 and the A5 had become “drugs corridors”.
· Cllr DM and others referred to speeding issues in various areas, including Whaddon Way, Shenley Road and Church Green Road. DB advised MKCC Highways would be implementing ANPR in some areas to capture details of speeding motorists. The BPARA Chair referred to a new Speedwatch Campaign being launched in the Water Eaton area (post meeting, Roger Bradbury from Water Eaton Residents Association agreed to provide details to DB).
· The BPARA Chair referred to ASB in The Leys which had been reported to TVP and MC agreed to follow up.
· Shankar Parameswaran referred to use of the Downing Close/Girton Way play area by adults and smoking of prohibited substances, which residents were reluctant to report to TVP. MC replied that anonymous reports would be accepted.
· Agreed that priorities for the next 3 months would be Knife Crime, ASB/Drugs/Speeding and Burglary.
· Wilton Hall ASB - Prior to the meeting, TVP had issued an email listing actions being taken following a meeting with the Wilton Hall management. However, these did not include measures to address parking issues and vehicle congestion in Wilton Avenue and surrounding roads, including disruption to the Driving Test Centre.
· The contents of the email were part of a lengthy discussion on ASB at Wilton Hall, started by the BPARA Chair who listed the issues as follows:
· Flares/smoke grenades/fireworks 
· Vehicle ASB – revving, engines left running, speeding
· Parking & Footpath obstructions – incorrect info on WH website, coaches
· Disruption to Driving Test Centre
· Litter
· Indiscriminate use of drones
· Noise & cooking smells
· Access for emergency services
· Combination of above which makes life unbearable for residents
· When asked to explain a Community Protection Order, TVP replied that these could be issued to vehicle drivers when Vehicle ASB took place, but did not clarify the implications for Wilton Hall owners. A camera to record activity at Wilton Hall would be installed on 1 September for one month only by MKCC, residents remarked that this is too late as wedding season coming to an end.  (Post-meeting, installed on September 5).
· Reference was made to a meeting between BPARA, residents and DB with the Police & Crime Commissioner on 21 June – this had taken place as TVP had not taken action to deal with issues reported by residents. BPARA and residents were not critical of the PCSO’s and acknowledged their support.
· TVP left the meeting at 8pm although residents continued discussion amongst themselves.  
· Date of next meeting in 3 months’ time to be agreed.
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