West Bletchley Community Forum Meeting
At 12 noon on 23 November 2024 at the Frank Moran Centre
Notes of meeting

Present: Marie Casebrook (C9439), Sarah Williams (C7873), Cerys Rickaby (P9002) & Danny Foster (P8616) from Thames Valley Police (TVP), West Bletchley Cllrs Felicity Cockbaine & Jim Fearon, Nick King (Neighbourhood Watch) and 11? residents.
· The Forum Chair and Vice-Chair were in attendance, and the BPARA Chair offered to take meeting notes. She requested that TVP forward crime statistics and any other relevant information for posting on the BPARA website – Danny Foster to action.
· TVP presented the crime figures for the period September – November 2024 and advised that they had been concentrating on Knife Crime. They had issued several Section 59 warning notices, and 59 knives had been placed in the Knife Amnesty Bin outside the Frank Moran Centre in the last 3 months. Another bin for Central Bletchley was due to be installed once a suitable location agreed.
· TVP had benefitted from more Special Constables being available to assist them.
· TVP also advised that there had been a marked increase in household burglaries in West Bletchley and suggested that residents set up Neighbourhood Watch groups in their roads. Nick King spoke briefly about Neighbourhood Watch and handed out leaflets.
· Wilton Hall ASB was discussed and TVP urged residents to continue to report all incidents. They had worked with MKCC to access footage from the Crimewave Camera mounted at this location and had visited the Wilton Hall owner to advise that he needed to take more control. They also advised that the Force Legal was aware of the situation. 
· BPARA representatives, including 2 Wilton Avenue residents, had visited the MKCC/TVP ASB Awareness drop-in session at MK Library on November 20 and had an informative discussion with David Huckle from the MKCC Community Safety Team and Matthew Gilbert, Noise Officer. They would be willing to meet with residents during the week and Matthew offered to visit Wilton Hall out of normal working hours to monitor noise levels inside Wilton Hall. 
· Agreed that priorities for the next 3 months would be Knife Crime, ASB/Drugs/Speeding and Burglary.
· A couple from Whalley Drive referred to a recent experience that still caused them anxiety which they had reported to TVP in CMK and Cllr Nigel Long. Their property had been filmed by some individuals during daytime who had later driven away in a car with no valid tax or MOT. TVP advised that this behaviour was most likely to have been an example of causing a nuisance rather than anything serious but noted the car registration number.
· Date of next meeting in 3 months’ time to be agreed.
The meeting closed at 12.50pm.
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