BLETCHLEY PARK AREA RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (BPARA)
ANNUAL MEETING on TUESDAY, 15th APRIL 2025
THE FELLOWSHIP AUDITORIUM at BLETCHLEY PARK @ 7pm
Meeting Notes
1. Welcome and apologies for absence
BPARA members, local councillors, and guests from COBRA (Consortium of Bletchley Residents Associations) and MKCC (Milton Keynes City Council) were welcomed.
BPARA thanked Bletchley Park for hosting and providing refreshments again, and for allowing us to use their auspicious auditorium!
A total of 62 people attended, and apologies were received from 41 households.

2. Bletchley and Fenny Stratford Town Deal update – Darrel Canvin (Town Deal and Infrastructure Projects)
Darrel has been in this role since 2023, and has been joined by Samantha Lennon, who is a Community Engagement Officer, responsible for keeping us informed on ‘all things Town Deal’. There are 7 projects (some of which have been delivered) which include the Brunel Centre/Sainsbury’s site redevelopment, Saxon Street/Transport Hub, Blue Lagoon/Redway link improvements, Queensway and Aylesbury Street Public Realm Improvements.
BPARA is represented on both the Town Deal Board and the Town Deal Advisory Group. 
A link to Darrel’s presentation can be found at www.bpara.co.uk/2025/04/bpara-annual-meeting-15-april-2025/
Question & Answer session:
Q. Is the Bus Station being relocated?
A. It is staying in the current location but will be upgraded.
Q. Is Stephenson House being demolished?
A. Darrel is not aware of any plans to demolish Stephenson House; however, this is not part of the Town Deal remit.
Q. There is concern that the closure of the Brunel Centre shops will mean that they will be lost permanently from the area. Barbers and nail bars are prevalent, but not what the High Street needs. What can be done?
A. MKDP, part of MKCC, is in discussions to temporarily relocate the traders to the Wilco building and encourage them to stay in the vicinity, if they so wish. The Brunel Centre Development Brief provides for ‘mixed use’ development - retail, offices, leisure, entertainment, community use’ at ground level with ‘residential development’ above. The development will be ‘controlled’ by MKCC.
Sukhi Gill (the Town Deal Investment Lead) is working closely with local businesses in the Brunel Centre, as well as landlords in Queensway, whilst promoting new business opportunities and investment in the area. Sukhi stated that the vast majority of shops on Queensway are privately owned which means that MKCC cannot intervene. However, the vision of MKCC is being shared with the owners, with landlords being encouraged to upgrade the shops and the dwellings above. The MKCC Development Brief and Policy Team are in place to act on behalf of the community.
Q. Saxon Street narrowing – Does the modelling take account of local Aylesbury Vale developments, as well as Caspian View, the Santander site redevelopment, Salden Park, and the college expansion etc.?
A. The modelling takes population increase into account. Sherwood Drive and Princes Way roundabouts will be upgraded to improve the traffic flow. Pedestrian routes and safety will be improved. A small increase in journey times is inevitable, even if nothing is done to the road layout. Future communications to the public will be provided by the Town Deal Board and everyone will be welcome to view and comment on the plans.
Chair note – this is a hot topic with the attendees! BPARA, West Bletchley Council and residents in the B&FSTC area have opposed the narrowing of the carriageway.
Q. Where are we at with requests for a banking hub?
A. A previous LINK assessment concluded that Bletchley did not meet the criteria for a banking hub. However, recent events (including the temporary closure of the Post Office) have meant that our local MP, Callum Anderson, is now lobbying on behalf of local residents and businesses. It is thought that a banking hub could attract customers from West MK and surrounding villages to the high street.
Q. Will the parking along Queensway be free of charge?
A. Tariffs are being assessed, and it is expected that parking will be free within a time limit.
Q. Does the proposed drop off point at the station take into consideration train delays?
A. This question is in reference to parking at an Eastern Entrance to the train station, should it ever happen, and is purely visionary at present.
Q. Is Queensway opening up to join Buckingham Road, as this could be a positive factor in restoring the high street? 
A. It will not open up to traffic, but a pedestrian ‘gateway’ will be created. The costs of opening up to traffic are too great, and do not represent value for money within the entire project.

3. Bletchley Park update – Iain Standen (CEO, Bletchley Park Trust)
Iain has been in post for 13 years and provided attendees with a review of 2024 when just over 220, 000 visitors came to Bletchley Park and the learning programme reached just over 45,000 student visits – 50,000 students/children are expected this year. He outlined the plans for 2025/26, when Block B will be upgraded, providing better accessibility within the building, which is set to house encryption machines on one floor and an Alan Turing exhibition on the other. This will feature an AI Alan (an avatar of Alan Turing) which will engage with the public. This is in the planning phase, with partners being sought, and is expected to open in 2028.
He referred to the recently opened Age of AI Exhibition, and the special terms for local  residents to visit Bletchley Park. Attendees united in applauding Bletchley Park on its content and continuous improvements.

Question & Answer session:
Q. A local resident questioned the frequency of use of the Welchman Court entry gate.
A. Iain suggested that the discussion be continued outside of the meeting.
Q. Would there be a feature on the Tommy Flowers?
A. Not specifically, but he does already feature in the exhibits, and the Bletchley Park books.

4. BPARA business matters – Angie Ravn-Aagaard (Chair of BPARA)
a) Acceptance of Minutes of last AGM (Proposed: Deb Castell, Seconded: Leah Attwood) 
b) Re-election of current officers (no other volunteers) - Angie Ravn-Aagaard as Hon. Chair, Derek Storey as Hon. Treasurer, Valda Stuckey as Hon. Secretary (Proposed: Lorraine Andrews, Seconded: Harps Banger). 
c) Area representatives were thanked for their continued support. Angela Burnett and Angela Miller have recently stepped down as local representatives. Angela Miller had been a member and representative since BPARA’s inception in 1990.
d) The BPARA Treasurer provided a brief update on the current membership, financial status, and recent membership subscription increase. Although draft Accounts for the year ending 31st March 2025 had been prepared, the independent examination was delayed due to the appointed accountant’s absence on holiday. 

5. BPARA Chair’s Report & Presentation - www.bpara.co.uk/2025/04/bpara-annual-meeting-15-april-2025/
Slide 5 of the BPARA presentation covers the topics that BPARA has been involved with in the past year, and members have been kept informed via newsletters and the BPARA website. Via her report, the Chair provided an update on some of the topics.

Question & Answer session:
Q. Could the Police & Fire Station site be used as a temporary car park during the Queensway redevelopment?
A. Unlikely, due to the cost of making the land suitable, and the need  for it to be available for re-development. The West Bletchley Council (WBC) Neighbourhood Plan ensures that this area will be for ‘residential-led mixed use’ development. BPARA is in favour of a hotel and some retail units -WBC and Bletchley Park are also in favour of a hotel.
Q. What is happening to the old canteen in Wilton Avenue and G Block? 
A. They are on the MKCC Heritage at Risk Register and owned by Bletchley Park Holdings (BPH, not associated with Bletchley Park) who are exploring development opportunities with MKCC. BPARA and WBC take part in regular online meetings with BPH’s representative. 
Q. How does BPARA decide what to campaign for? 
A. Generally, by seeking views of members and taking advice, if appropriate. This was the position with the planning application for 1 Wilton Avenue.

6. Neighbourhood Watch presentation by Nick King - www.bpara.co.uk/2025/04/bpara-annual-meeting-15-april-2025/

The meeting closed at 8.40 and the Chair thanked the speakers for their time, also the Bletchley Park team for its hospitality and support at the event. 
