BPARA/COBRA Meeting - 12 March 2026
Held at Bletchley Park Auditorium

Welcome and apologies for absence
BPARA members, local councillors, and guests from COBRA (Consortium of Bletchley Residents Association) and MKCC (Milton Keynes Council) were welcomed. A total of 85 people attended, with apologies from 37 households.

BPARA thanked Bletchley Park for hosting and providing refreshments once again, and for allowing the use of their auspicious Auditorium.
Prior to the meeting, the following were made available to view and discuss in the Radley Room: 
· A model of the proposed Bletchley Station Eastern Entrance
East West Rail representatives – Ed Leech (Head of Political relations), Will Ryan (Program Sponsor).
· Display boards depicting the Town Deal redevelopment of Queensway, and modifications to Saxon Street - Town Deal representatives, Samantha Lennon (Community Engagement), Darrel Canvin (Program Manager).
· Display boards explaining the concept of the Alan Turing Art Project “Hello Bletchley”. 
Selected artist – Nick Ryan (Media Consultant), Mathilda Taylor (Producer and Presenter).

East West Rail – Ed Leech & Will Ryan
Bletchley Station will be a main North-South/East-West rail interchange, underpinning the Oxford Cambridge Growth Corridor. It will become further utilised when Universal UK opens. Improvements to the station are welcomed, particularly an Eastern Entrance leading to the regenerated Bletchley town centre. However, the delay to passenger train services, operated by Chiltern Railways, to Bicester/Oxford is disappointing. Parking in the residential roads around the station remains an issue, and the MKCC Parking Options Survey is currently in progress. All day parking at the station is £7, and the parking on-site is underutilised.
Town Deal Update – Darrel Canvin (DC)
Bletchley feels as if it has been overlooked, despite the growth of the new City of Milton Keynes.
However, the Town Deal program, funded by £22.7m of government funding awarded in 2020, is taking shape. Several projects have already been delivered, and the improvements to Bletchley Town Centre/Brunel/Queensway are now starting to take shape. Community engagement has been greatly improved since Darrel and Sam joined the Town Deal Team. 

DC also referred to other regeneration initiatives, including the Lakes Estate, the Leisure Centre and the Blue Lagoon Redways. The City Council recognises the importance of an anchor business in creating long-term footfall, confidence and economic stability in Central Bletchley. Securing this forms a core part of the Brunel Centre redevelopment strategy, which is being taken forward with Milton Keynes Development Partnership (MKDP). The redevelopment brief for the site already sets out a mixed-use vision, including housing, leisure and retail, and positions the scheme to accommodate a major commercial anchor, such as a supermarket or comparable large format retailer.  This is supported by strategic policy in the MK City Plan 2050 (Policy CB1), which safeguards the Brunel Centre redevelopment and allows for a supermarket scale unit as part of the scheme. Alongside this, MKDP and the City Council are progressing developer procurement, land assembly and the master planning process, with stakeholders already engaged in shaping the overall offer.  Securing an anchor business will follow once the redevelopment partner is formally appointed. At that point, the development team will take the scheme to market, with the scale, layout and commercial positioning designed specifically to attract a higher profile occupier. This is standard practice: anchor tenants typically commit once the development parameters, layout and timelines are firmed up, rather than at the early planning stage. To view the presentation, please go to xx

Bletchley Investment Task Force and Station Eastern Entrance – Callum Anderson (MP for Buckingham and Bletchley)
The Task Force, launched in May 2025, seeks to unlock new economic opportunities in Bletchley and Fenny Stratford by bringing together influential local, national and global organisations that operate in the area. MKCC’s strategy for period to 2050 sets out opportunity for Bletchley to become a significant technology hub. More information can be found at https://www.callumanderson.org.uk. Callum has raised a petition for the Eastern Entrance to demonstrate support and secure funding. To sign the petition, please complete the non-political page 1 only at https://survey.labour.org.uk/bletchleyeasternentrance

Hello Bletchley - Nick Ryan (NR) 
Following a rigorous selection process, NR was commissioned by the City Council to create a tribute to Alan Turing which will be situated at the gateway to Bletchley Town Centre (opposite the proposed station eastern entrance). Local people and groups are being ‘interviewed’ by a machine (A1) which is inspired by Turing’s work. This innovative ‘sculpture’ will be shaped by the voices, stories, and memories of those people. For more information, and/or to get involved visit  https://hellobletchley.com

Bletchley Park update – Iain Standen (IS, CEO of Bletchley Park)
Bletchley Park continues to be a major tourist attraction in the area by engaging and educating people from all over the world. Block B is undergoing renovation and will house two new exhibitions in the future. IS suggested that not only will Bletchley be at the centre of the Oxford/Cambridge Growth Corridor, but also a part of a major tourism corridor, with Universal Studios’ theme park being built in Stewartby, and Puy du Fou (a history-themed attraction) coming to Bucknell, Bicester.

BPARA Business Matters
· The 2025 Annual Meeting minutes were approved. (Proposed: Leah Attwood, Seconded: Deb Castell).
· The 2024/2025 Accounts were approved. (Proposed: Kathy Wilson, Seconded: Ben Baxter). The Accounts for 2025/26 will be prepared after the year end on 31 March.
· The Chair (Angie Ravn-Aagaard) and Secretary (Valda Stuckey) were re-elected. Proposed: Kathy Wilson, Seconded: Deb Castell. 
· Derek Storey (Treasurer) is stepping down after 16 years. Sadly, no replacement was forthcoming at the meeting.
A thank you was conveyed to the committee members and Fiona Storey, (IT Support/Publications), for their support. The Chair also referred to slide 5 (Other Matters) of the BPARA presentation.

West Bletchley Parking Survey
The BPARA Chair highlighted the main points of the Survey – please see xx

The meeting closed at 8.35pm.



